
www.originalgreen.org • #originalgreen • @stevemouzon

PLACEMAKING THROUGH 
ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 

HOUSING SUBCOMMITTEE 
TUSCALOOSA 
MAY 17, 2019 

STEPHEN A. MOUZON, AIA CNU LEED 
THE NEW URBAN GUILD 

MIAMI BEACH, FLORIDA, USA



HYPOCRISY?
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THE STYLE PROBLEM

www.originalgreen.org • #originalgreen • @stevemouzon



TRADITION

Habit - Something We Do Repeatedly Because of Weakness 

Tradition - Something Do Repeatedly Because of Love
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THE CODE PROBLEM
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THE TYPE PROBLEM
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IT’S HERE & GROWING
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GOOD BEGINNINGS

www.originalgreen.org • #originalgreen • @stevemouzon



www.originalgreen.org • #originalgreen • @stevemouzon



www.originalgreen.org • #originalgreen • @stevemouzon



THE PROBLEM OF SCALE

Inability to Compose 

Attempt at Multiple Buildings 

Quick Re-Skins
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PARKING PODIUM
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PARKING PODIUM
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DESERTED STREETSCAPES

www.originalgreen.org • #originalgreen • @stevemouzon



PRIVATE GARDEN
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UNDERBELLY
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DESERTED PUBLIC REALM
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Santa Fe New OrleansCotswolds NantucketCharleston Bermuda



BUILDER DEMOTION & PROMOTION
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LIVING TRADITION

Most-Loved Places
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LIKENESS

Highest Level of Command & Control 

Extreme Difficulty of the Organic with Mechanical Paradigm
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CARTOON

Default Setting
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COMPETITION NOW

Attract Talent 

Retain Talent 

Build Strengths 

Remedy Weaknesses
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OLD ECONOMIC DRIVERS

Natural Resources 

Rivers 

Highways 

Oceans
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NEW ECONOMIC DRIVER

Cool Factor
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EXTREME MAKEOVERS

Santa Fe - Business Community 

Santa Barbara - Design Community
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DEVELOPING LOCAL CHARACTER

South Beach 

Tel Aviv 

Coral Gables
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MUNICIPALITY-DRIVEN
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CIVIC-MINDED DESIGNERS
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CIVIC LEADERS
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