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What’s the Problem?

10. the Absence of Plain-
Spoken Sustainability

9. the Danger of Wishes

8. the Dilemma of Global 
Warming

7. the Fallacy of Efficiency

6. the Problem of Growth

5. the Trouble with 
Consumption

4. the Gizmo Green Focus

3. the Carbon Focus

2. the Supply-Side Focus

1. the Two Billion People
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8. the Dilemma
of Global Warming
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7. the Fallacy of Efficiency
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6. the Problem of Growth
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5. the Trouble
with Consumption
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4. the Gizmo Green Focus
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3. the Carbon Focus
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2. the Supply-Side Focus
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1. the 2.5 Billion People
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What Can We Do?

10. the Things that Work

9. the Diversified Extent

8. the Diversified 
Environment

7. the Diversified Means

6. the Expanded Uses

5. the Narrowed Resource 
Range

4. the Expanded Comfort 
Range

3. the Localized Operations

2. the Sharing of Wisdom

1. the Involvement of 
Everyone
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9. the Diversified Extent
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8. the Diversified Environment
The Transect is the operating system of the New Urbanism.
The idea of the Transect originated in the 1900's as an ecological tool used to describe a 
series of natural habitats, but transects have existed in nature since the dawn of time. 
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* t1: Natural (the wilderness)

* t2: Rural (fields & meadows)

* t3: Suburban (the outskirts)

* t4: General Urban (neighborhoods)

* t5: Urban Center (main street)

the Transect



7. the Diversified Means
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6. the Expanded Uses
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5. the Narrowed
Resource Range
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4. the Expanded
Comfort Range
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Conditioning
the

Conditioning
the
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3. the Localized Operations
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Large-Scale
Operations

Localized
Operations
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2. the Sharing of Wisdom
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What’s The Delivery
System?

* Architects’ Way

* Public Education’s Way

* Higher Education’s Way

* Nature’s Way



The Architects’ Way
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The Enormous Effort
to
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Public Education’s Way



Higher Education’s Way
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1. the Involvement of 
Everyone
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What Is A Living 
Tradition?

* Inspiration

* Resonance

* Repetition

* Adoption
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The Death of Tradition
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1925-1945

The Great Decline
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1945-1980

The Dark Ages of Architecture
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The New Renaissance

* First Phase: 1980-2005

* Second Phase: 2006-?

* Third Phase: ?-
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Workings of a Living Tradition

* Easily Perceived

* Easily Loved

* Easily Performed

* ... by the People, not just the Specialists
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The Transmission Device
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That which can reproduce and live 
sustainably is green; that which is 
incapable of doing so is not green.

This is the standard of life.
Life is that process which creates all 

things green.
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What Is
The Original Green?
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Changing Direction
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The Original Green
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Nourishing Places
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AccessibleAccessible Places
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Serviceable Places
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Secure Places
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Lovable Buildings
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Down the Unlovable 
Carbon Stair-Steps



Durable Buildings
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Flexible Buildings
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Frugal Buildings
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Sustainability and the Meltdown



Living in Season
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What Can I Do?

10. All the Other Stuff

9. Don’t Succumb to the No-
Maintenance Myth

8. Choose It for Longer Than 
You’ll Use It

7. Smaller with Many Uses

6. Choose Community 
Instead of Gates

5. Operate Naturally

4. Raise a Victory Garden

3. Build Outdoor Rooms

2. Live Where You Can 
Walk to the Grocery

1. Make A Living Where 
You’re Living
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8. Choose It for Longer 
Than You’ll Use It
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7. Smaller with Many Uses
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6. Choose Community 
Instead of Gates



5. Operate Naturally
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4. Raise a Victory Garden
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3. Build Outdoor Rooms
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2. Live Where You Can 
Walk to the Grocery



1. Make a Living Where 
You’re Living
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New Stuff
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SmartDwelling I
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Footprint of the Garden
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Sideyard Sail
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The Unburdening
of
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Bringing Families Back 
Together
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Setting the Stage

* Accidental Meetings

* Geometry
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Current Methods

* Resident Town Architect

* Multiple Architect Review Committee

* Remote Reviews

* “Canned” Face-To-Face

* Interactive Face-To-Face



Fostering Life
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